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SUBJECT: BACK TO WORK CALL ISSUED AFTER THREE DAY STRIKE IN SUGAR 
INDUSTRY 

REF: GEORGETOWN 0603 

1. SUMMARY: BACK TO WORK CALL ISSUED APRIL 25 FOLLOWING 
THREE DAY STRIKE BY WORKERS IN SUGAR INDUSTRY WHICH AFFECTED 
PRODUCTION ON MOST ESTATES. WORKERS ON ALL BUT ONE ESTATE 
EXPECTED TO RESPOND TO CALL. STRIKE CALLED BY GUYANA AGRI 
CULTURAL WORKES UNION(GAWU), LABOR ARM OF OPPOSITION PEOPLE'S 
PROGRESSIVE PARTY, TO PUSH VARIOUS PAY AND WORKING CONDITIONS 
DEMANDS. MINISTER OF LABOR HAS NOW AGREED TO MEET WITH GAWU. 
BACKLOG OF UNRESOLVED WORKER GRIVANCES, COMPLICATED BY UNION 
RECOGNITION DISPUTE, MAKES OUTLOOK FOR LABOR PEACE UNCERTAIN, 
UNLESS ACTION IS TAKEN SOON BY INDUSTRY AND GOVT. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON APRIL 25, HARRY LALL, PRESIDENT OF GUYANA AGRICULTURAL 
WORKERS UNION(GAWU) ISSUED BACK TO WORK CALL FOLLOWING 
THREE DAY STRIKE BY SUGAR WORKERS. ACCORDING TO SUGAR PRO- 
DUCERS ASSOCIATION(SPA), STRIKE AFFECTED PRODUCTION ON MOST 
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CANE BEING CUT AND FACTORY OPERATING ONLY WITH CANE PROVIDED 
BY SMALL INDEPENDENT FARMERS. WITH GAWU BACK TO WORK CALL, WORKERS 
ARE EXPECTED TO RETURN AT ALL ESTATES EXCEPT ALBION WHERE LOCAL 
GRIEVANCES REMAIN UNRESOLVED. 

3. GAWU. UNRECOGNIZED UNION FOR FIELD AND FACTORY WORKERS AND 
LABOR ARM OF PEOPLE'S PROGRESSIVE PARTY(PPP), CALLED STRIKE 
OVER PAY AND WORKING CONDITIONS ISSUES INCLUDING; FIVE DAY WORK 
WEEK, STTUS OF TEMPORARY WORKERS, OVERTIME PAY, TRANSPORTATION 
FOR WORKERS, LOANS FOR HOUSING, AND USE OF WORKER COMMUNITY 
CENTERS. LALL CALLED OFF STRIKE WHEN LABOR INISTER WINSLOW 
CARRINGTON AGREED TO DISCUSSS ISSUES. RECOGNITION OF GAWU AS 
BARGAINING AGENT FOR WORKERS WAS APPARENTLY NOT DIRECT ISSUE, 
ALTHOUGH INDIRECTLY STRIKE SERVES TO STRENGTHEN GAWU CLAIM IN 
CURRENT DISPUTE(REFTEL). 

4. COMMENT: THREE DAY STRIKE HIGHLIGHTS BACKLOG OF WORKER GRIEVANCES 
WHICH HAS BEEN GROWING DURING ONGOING RECOGNITION 

DISPUTE BETWEEN AWU AND RECOGNIZED UNION, MANPOWER CITIZENS 
ASSOCIATION (MPCA). CURRENTLY WORKERS COVERED ONLY BY EXTENSION 
OF 1973 CONTRACT WHICH EXPIRED IN IANUARY 1974 WHILE NEW CONTRACT 
TALKS BETWEEN SPA AND MPCA HOPELESSLY STALLED. WORKERS HAVE NOT 
YET BENEFITED FROM INCREASED SUGAR PRICES NOR HAVE THEY HAD 
OPPORTUNITY TO CATCH UP WITH INCREASED COST OF LIVING. UNLESS 
ACTION IS TAKEN SOON BY INDUSTRY AND GOVT TO RESOLVE THESE 
GRIEVANCES AND END RECOGNITION DISPUTE BETWEEN GAWU AND MPCA, 

LABOR PEACE FOR FALL SUGAR CROP IS UNLIKELY. KREBS 
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